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All congregational music can be found in the Black and Red Hymnal,
Lzft Every Voice and Sing 11, which is found in the pews.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME

PRAYER FOR ST. THOMAS
All: Loving God, we come to you with hopeful hearts, seeking your guidance during

this time of transition, as we search for our next rector. We especially lift up our
search committee; grant them clarity and wisdom in their endeavors. May they, along
with the entire congregation, know your presence throughout this journey. We thank
you for the many blessings in our lives and for the leadership that has guided us over
the years.

God, we ask for a future priest with deep love for your people and the wisdom to
prepare us for your ministries. May we be attuned to your voice in our deliberations.
Grant us the courage to respond and act as you lead us. Let us be united in wisdom,
compassion, and joy as we strive to fulfill your purpose. We pray this through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

PRELUDE: Prelude on “Come, Holy Ghost”

OPENING HYMN: “Come, Holy Ghost” LEVAS 112

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
(The people standing)

Presider: Blessed be God: most holy, glorious, and undivided Trinity.
People:  And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever. Amen

It is customary to matke the Sign of the Cross here. Subsequent places where mafking the Sign of the Cross is
appropriate will be marked with a %

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

The Presider says: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify Your Holy Name; through Christ our Lord.

All: AMEN.

' SONG OF PRAISE “I Will Rejoice”  LEVAS 244

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY
Presider. God be with you.



Peaople: And also with you.
Presider. Let us pray.

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy
Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Please be seated for the Readings

THE FIRST LESSON

Lay Reader: A Reading from the book of Jeremiah Jeremiah 15:15-21

O Lotd, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my
persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult.
Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of
my heart; for I am called by your name, O Lord, God of hosts.
I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I
sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation.
Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail.

Therefore, thus says the Lord: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before
me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is
they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them.

And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they
shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the Lord.

I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

Lay Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 26:1-8 (Read responsively, speaking the bold passages) Judica me, Domine

(Lay Reader, please read all verses aloud to allow livestream viewers to hear all verses of the Psalm.)

1 Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity; I have trusted in the Lord
and have not faltered.

2 Test me, O LoRrD, and try me; examine my heart and my mind.

3 For your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you.

4 T have not sat with the worthless, nor do I consort with the deceitful.
5 I have hated the company of evildoers; I will not sit down with the wicked.

6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lorp, that I may go in procession round
your altar,

7 Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and recounting all your wonderful deeds.
8 Lorp, I love the house in which you dwell and the place where your glory abides.

THE SECOND LESSON
Lay Reader: A Reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans Romans 12:9-21

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit,
serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the

needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it
is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed
them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning

coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Lay Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Pegple: Thanks be to God.

Please stand if you are able.

SEQUENCE HYMN: “W/ You Come and Follow Me” (see next page)
(Verse One through Four before the Gospel, Verse Five after the Gospel Reading)






THE GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-28 Deacon Barb Telfer

Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must
never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole
world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay
everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

Presider: The Gospel of our Savior.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SEQUENCE HYMN: (reprise): “W7ill You Come and Follow NMe” (see preceding page for 1erse Fipe)
Please be seated.
THE SERMON The Rev. Dawson Moovrer
Please stand if you are able.
THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
The Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
The only son of God, Eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
True God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
And His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE -FORM IV

Deacon or other leader:

Leader: Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty God, that all who
confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your
glory in the world.

Silence

[eader: Lord, in your mercy
People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace;
that we may honor one another and serve the common good.

Silence
[eader: Lotd, in your mercy

Pegple: Hear our prayer.

[eader: Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Silence

Leader: Lotd, in your mercy

People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ

in them, and love one another as he loves us.

Stlence



Leader: Lotd, in your mercy
Pegple: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and
hope in their troubles, especially those on our parish list. We raise them up to You, O Lord,
and place them in our hearts this week;

Silence

[eader: Lotd, in your mercy
Pegple: Hear our prayer.

Leader: We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be
tulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Stlence

Leader: Lotd, in your mercy
People: Hear our prayer.

The Presider adds a concluding Collect.
Presider:

O Lotd our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies,
look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover
of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN

The Deacon or Presider says: Let us confess our sins to God.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People:

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in
our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world
you have created.

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our
behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may
abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.



ABSOLUTION

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE A/ stand.

Presider: The Peace of Christ be always with you.
People:  And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ.
Be seated for the Offertory

CHORAL OFFERTORY: “Take My Life and Let It Be” (from the Hymmnal, 707)

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Eucharistic Prayer 1

The people remain standing. The Presider, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says
Presider: God be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Presider: Lift up your hearts.

People:  'We lift them to the Lord.

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: Tt is right to give our thanks and praise.

Presider: 1t is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life
and fountain of mercy.

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you
have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body.

Through your Spirit, you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. Therefore, joining with
Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all
creation as we sing (say):

ALL: SANCTUS: LEVAS 255

The Celebrant continnes

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the wotld into our care
that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.



But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and
rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all

people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus.
Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely
to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my
Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for
the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Presider and People: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Presider continues
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread
and this wine.

By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant
that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the
world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with the Ever
Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas, and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we
may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor,
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now prayj,

People and Presider: (You are invited to pray the Lord’s Prayer using the version dearest to your heart.)
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Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Our Father in heaven,

Hallowed be your Name,

Your kingdom come, Your will be
done, On earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

Now and forevet. Amen.

FRACTION ANTHEM (based loosely on LEVAS 268)
Chorus Leader: Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia! ALL: Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia!

Yerse (3X) Leader: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us:
ALL: Therefore let us keep the feast

Chorus ALL: Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia!

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation or similar words:

Presider: The Gifts of God for the People of God

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people.

The Bread and Cup are given to the communicants with these words:

Presider(s):  'The Body of Christ, the bread of Heaven AMEN.
The Blood of Christ, the cup of Salvation. AMEN.
COMMUNION HYMN: “Taste and See” LEVAS 154

(Verse One and Two are sung with interludes in between. Verse Three will be sung after
Eucharistic Ministers have been commissioned.

HEALING PRAYERS, ANOINTING WITH OIL, AND LAYING-ON OF HANDS
(As musicians continue to play our Communion Hymn, Father Dawson calls for all who wish to receive healing
prayer, anointing with otl, or blessings, to step up into the Chancel at this time, or signal to the ushers that they be

visited in their seats.)
Presider: Let us pray.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

The People may join in saying this prayer:

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have
united us with Christ and one another; and you made us one with all your people in
heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ
our Savior. Amen.
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THE BLESSING:

Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you as
mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you and all those

you love, now and forever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” LEVAS 137
DISMISSAL.:

POSTLUDE: Prelude on “Bradbury”

SERVING ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 30®
Prestder: The Rev. Dawson Moorer Chalice Bearer: Deacon Barb Telfer
Altar: Peggy Zambounis Bread Baker: Peggy Zambounis
Lay Reader: Carl Scheu Flowers: Barb Enzigh
Musicians: Kira Seaton, Sue Griffith, Amanda Bosley, and Nancy Braford.

CALENDAR:

SUNDAY 8/30 10:00am HOLY EUCHARIST-RITE II
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
Father Dawson Moorer, Presider

MONDAY 8/31 Alcoholics Anonymous ~ Harkess Hall
7-9pm

TUESDAY 9/1 Healing Service 6 pm ~ in the Chapel
Alcoholics Anonymous ~ Harkess Hall
7-9pm

THURSDAY 9/3 AA /Bluebook ~ Harkess Hall 7-9pm

10:00am HOLY EUCHARIST-RITE II

SUNDAY 9/6 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Father Dawson Moorer, Presider
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
IF YOU CAN STAY AND HELP TODAY...

We are returning the Chapel to our traditional set-up for the worship space, (sometimes called
Fortress Front) right after worship today. If you can hang around after the service and help
us move the chairs back to the rectangular set-up facing the big altar, and putting the small
altar and lectern in their alternate spaces, it would be a great help! Many hands make light
work, so it shouldn’t take too long! This restoration enables S.T.A.R and the other ministries
coming in the Fall to have appropriate lodgings.

A HUGE THANK YOU!

Thank you to those hard workers who cleaned and organized the church kitchen and other areas
on Saturday, August 22" Anita Cooper, Barb Pertz, Linda Kinsey, Etta Scheu, Jim Young, Carl
Scheu, Lorrie Beatty, and Julie Kalbrunner. You made a terrific differencel

WITH THANKS FOR ANOTHER DIOCESAN GRANT:

The St. Thomas signature STAR Ministry, the long running, grant funded concert and luncheon
series, will resume serving the community on Thursday, September 10, 2026. The All Saints
Episcopal Church Ukuleles will entertain followed by a pulled chicken sandwich lunch with all
the fixings and dessert! Schedules for this season’s concert and lunch menus are on the hallway
table. Please make your reservations at least one week prior to the program. Speak with Julie
Kalbrunner if you are interested in volunteering for this ministry that brings joy to so many.

BEGINNING IN SEPTEMBER

Now that the parish census has allowed for a meaningful update of the parish roster, we will
begin celebrating birthdays and anniversaries by the month as opposed to weekly. The upside of
this change is that those individuals who have provided birthdates and anniversaries will see their
names for the entire month, instead of a fleeting week. So next Sunday, September 6™, you will
see all the names of parishioners with September birthdays and anniversary dates. And each
month moving forward the names will change so we can celebrate the birthdays and anniversary
dates of those born and wed in October and so forth and so on. If you would like to have your
birthday included (not year) included, let us know. We would love to celebrate you, too!

HEALING SERVICE TUESDAYS @ 6pm

Every Tuesday evening at 6:00 pm, Father Dawson Moorer presides over an expressive worship
service that includes the Word of God, a Litany of Healing, Anointing, and the Holy Eucharist.
Adult Forum classes follow at 7:00 pm.

SAVE THE DATE! OUTDOOR SERVICE AND PICNIC SUNDAY, SEPT 20®

Sunday Worship service and parish picnic will take place at the Wallace Lake Grill Pavilion in the
Berea Metroparks. More information and directions to the location coming soon. The worship
service and picnic will take place rain or shine due to the ability to close garage door-like
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windows and be in air conditioning, Watch the bulletin, E-Pistle, and Church office window for
more details coming soon and a sign-up sheet for sides, salads, and desserts.
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DISCOVERING THE PSAT.MS: PASSION, PROMISE, AND PRAISE~ SEPT 8th:
Beginning on September 8" at 7:00 pm the Tuesday night Adult Forum will resume with a
seven-session study of the Book of Psalms. The study will explore the uses of this wonderful
book of poetry and song both in its original setting and in the life of Christians today. This study
reveals the richness of the Psalms as a source of spirituality, personal growth, and worship.

There is a sign-up sheet on the office window. Please sign up as soon as possible so that Fr.
Moorer knows how many books to order. Books for the study will cost $28.00.

Contents: The Book of Psalms: An Overview, Prayers and Poetry, Prayer Book for God’s
People, Psalms of Sacred History, Psalms of Trust, Psalms of Lament, and Psalms of Praise

140 WAYS FOR 140 DAYS

Now - September 12 | 11:00 a.m. | St. Luke's, Cleveland

St. Luke's invites the Diocese of Ohio to join them in prayer and action for 140 days leading up
to their 140th anniversary on the corner of West 78th St. and Lake Ave. in Cleveland.

Click here for a welcome video, prayer guide, tickets to our Sister Act Sing-Along Fundraiser
Brunch, and to sign up for the Sister Act Sing-Along Community Choir. Check out the Church
office window for more information.

ST. THOMAS, BEREA ~ PARISH PROFILE

St. Thomas Episcopal Church, a small but active membership with a rich history in the Diocese
of Ohio, seeks a 3/4 time Priest-in-Charge to lead a congregation of dedicated Christians who
seek to serve Christ in all persons, both in the parish and the comm unity. We are seeking a priest
who wants to connect more deeply with our neighbors and the Community at large.

We hope our next priest will be a compassionate leader who will help this warm, welcoming
parish find innovative ways to grow. This person would also help us listen to how the Holy Spirit
is directing us, not only in growth, but also in caring for each other.

Pastoral care is important to this congregation, but we also see this as a priest-parish

partnership. We seek someone who connects well with young people, and will help us expand
our community and college outreach. VIEW THE PARISH PROFILE

SEND PRAYER REQUESTS OR NOTEWORTHY ITEMS TO SHARE:

Email information to churchoffice@stthomaschurch-berea.org. Deadline to submit is
Wednesday night to publish in the weekly E-Pistle and Sunday Bulletin. Use e-mail or reach out

by phone; call the Church Office (440) 234-5241. Thank youl!

COLUMBARIUM EXPANSION IS HAPPENING! Two blocks of four niches have been
purchased (two extra niches are available for sale to parishioners). Are you interested in
putchasing a niche for yourself and/or a family member; want to know more about obtaining a
niche(s)? Please call the church office at 440-234-5241 for more information or send an email to
churchoffice(@stthomaschurch-berea.org. Always include your name, phone number, and good

time to call you back if you leave a message.
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IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK:

Caregivers: George D’Arras, and Nancy Braford
Missionary Service: Michelle Wood
Birthdays: Churchill Ward, Dennis Braford, Sandy Schoenfelt

Military Service: David Brabson, Ryan Dawson, Robby Hartman, Annmarie Miller, Eli Modesitt,
John Toolis, Blake Schwartz, Jimmy Loder, Caleb Jones, Maria Estrada, David Zambounis, Brianna
Humbert

Sick and Suffering: Kevin Flowers, Dan Skjei, Phyllis Hall, Tammy Pletcher, Bev Smith, Evelyn &
Churchill Ward, Alma Stoica, Sandy Shoenfelt, Clint Hist, Bill Hacker, Clint Anderson, Jay Murillo,
Marilyn Thomas, Deacon Barb Telfer, Linda Miller, Jacob, Harold Roberts, Mary Lou, Marcie Hist,
Sue Zimdars, Michael Rocha, Beata, (friend of Deaon Barb’), Andrea.

Recovering: Alison Griffith, Heather Flowers, Carol Flowers, Dennis Braford, Gerald Gowern,
Carole Strama, Carole Pozek, Spencer Griffith, Sue Griffith, Rick Finklestein, Anita Cooper, Cindy
Lowrey, Tony Domenick, Mike Turner, Shelly Campbell, and Bill Kerbusch.

Pray for those worldwide: who suffer from disease, natural disasters, extreme heat or lack of clean
water, pray for the victims of gun violence everywhere.

For peace among the nations: Almighty God our heavenly Father, guide the nations of the world into
the way of justice and truth, and establish among them that peace which is the fruit of righteousness,
that they may become the kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Special Intentions, Prayer Requests, & Blessings:

Each month we will list names of select members or friends of our church who would benefit from
receiving notes or cards by mail to brighten their day, or we will set special intentions to pray for. To
nominate someone for a card or request special intentions or prayers, please email:
churchoffice@stthomaschurch-berea.org.

For August Card sending:

Clint and Marcie Hist — 8150 Crestwood Drive, North Ridgeville, OH 44039-7312

Deacon Barb Telfer — 4619 Hickory Ridge, Brunswick, OH 44212
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